British Literature

Jennifer Hartwig 

Topic: King James Bible

Description/Rationale:  This is a five-day unit introducing the King James Bible and its impact on the world of literature.  The unit includes reading Genesis 1-3, Psalm 23, Aemilia Lanyer’s Eve’s Apology, and John Milton’s Paradise Lost.  It follows the teaching of Shakespeare’s Macbeth, so many connections can and should be made with both Shakespeare and the late 16th and early 17th century facts and issues.

Subject/Grade/Student Description/Instruction Time:  British Literature, low-average to average learners, 12th grade, 45-minute class

Standards:  Griswold Community Schools British Literatures Standards & Benchmarks

· Reading Standard Two – Reading a variety of texts
· Examine the historical, social, and cultural influences on British literature

· Recognize that literature answers universal questions and addresses universal human experiences

·  Analyze literary elements
· Language Standard One – Writing Process

· Generate writing ideas through discussion with others and from printed materials
Literature 
· textbook, Glencoe McGraw-Hill

· Personal version of Bibl (both of teacher and students)

· KJ Bible Translation comparison/contrast activity sheet

· Interactive Reading Workbook, Glencoe McGraw-Hill

Objectives:  SWBAT

· Analyze and discuss literacy, both past and present, and its related power
· Compare and contrast different versions or translations of the Bible text

· Communicate effectively the impact of the written word on both humanity in general and themselves specifically

· Analyze and discuss literary qualities present in the selected texts
Essential Questions:  What is your favorite Bible story?  What is the connection between 1) literacy and the written word and 2) power, both personal and political?

Motivational Strategies:  Each student will get to either bring their own Bible or choose from a number of different versions to be able to compare and contrast while teacher is reading from the King James version.
Instructional Strategies:  Cooperative Learning, Direct Instruction, Think-Alouds

Thinking Strategies:  listing, comparing, contrasting, creating, producing, revising, supporting, presenting

Technology Needed:  Computer with internet connection and mod projector

Adaptations:  

· Check for understanding with individual students who seem off-task or confused

· Group any lower-performing students with higher-performing students in group and pair work

· Allow extra editing/revising/publishing time on assessed work for ELLs or those with IEPs.

Lesson Procedures - Day 1:  
Teacher will review background information on page 402 of text, emphasizing the format of the Bible, its translations, and King James I & VI and his history.

Students will join in discussion about the Bible and its background, sharing their background knowledge.

Teacher will share information regarding the accuracy of the different translations and versions of the Bible compared to the accuracy of the different copies of Shakespeare’s plays.

Teacher will discuss history of literacy in the 16th and 17th centuries and currently, discussing students’ background knowledge.

Students will join in discussion about background knowledge of literacy.

Teacher will show website information from about current literacy demographics of various third-world countries, emphasizing the correlation between the lack of literacy and the lack of power. (http://www.indexmundi.com/map/?v=39)
Students will join in discussion about current world demographics (literacy and power).

Teacher will discuss the power of “The Word” (God’s Word) and how it relates to the general written word.

Students will join in discussion about the power they have felt from the Bible and learning to read.

Teacher will offer different Bible versions for students to read along with while Teacher reads Chapters 1 and 2.

Student will choose a version of the Bible to read along with the teacher as she reads Chapters 1 and 2.

Teacher will discuss the differences in translations.

Students will discuss their ideas and comments regarding differences in translations.
Lesson Procedures - Day 2

Teacher will discuss interpretations from prior day’s reading of different translations.

Students will discuss their interpretations of different translations.

Teacher will discus literary differences between chapters 1 and 2 from prior day’s reading, commenting on how most world religions have similar creation stories.

Students will discuss their understanding of difference between creation stories.  

Teacher will offer different Bible versions for students to read along with while Teacher reads Chapter 3.

Student will choose a version of the Bible to read along as teacher reads Chapter 3.

Teacher will discuss the differences in translations.

Students will discuss their ideas and comments regarding differences in translations.

Teacher will assign students to choose one of two reflection activities, either the King James Bible: Translation worksheet (attached) where they compare/contrast and reflect on the different translations or a journal of at least half a page reflecting on the power and emotion the students have experienced from reading the Bible, connecting to both the power of the written word as well as which literary style present in the Bible they connect with most.

Students will choose one of the two reflection activities to complete.

Teacher will hand out Interactive Reading Workbook p. 35 and read Psalm 23 aloud and discuss metaphors presented in the text.

Students will read along with Psalm 23 and both discuss metaphors presented in the text and complete worksheet.

Teacher will discuss student reactions.

Students will discuss their reactions.
Lesson Procedures - Day 3
Teacher will review background information on Aemilia Lanry and text and cultural background from p. 410, drawing connections between this text and the story of Adam and Eve, as well as student background information about the 17th century society.

Students will listen and discuss connections between this text and the story of Adam and Eve and any information they know about the 17th century society and Shakespeare’s literature.

Teacher will read through and discuss Eve’s Apology, p. 411.

Students will read along with teacher and discuss text.

Teacher will hand out Interactive Reading Workbook, p. 36 for students to read through and complete in pairs.

Students will discuss and complete workbook p. 36 in pairs.

Lesson Procedures - Day 4
Teacher will review background information on John Milton and his text from p. 460-461.

Teacher will ask students to evaluate the artwork on p. 464 and predict from the art and the title what the epic will be about.

Students will evaluate the artwork on p. 464 and predict from the art and the title what the epic will be about.

Teacher will read through and discuss Paradise Lost from pages 465 through 469, directing students to create a two-column chart of what satan does and how satan feels.

Students will read along and discuss the text, creating a two-column chart of what satan does and how satan feels. 
Lesson Procedures - Day 5
Teacher will review yesterday’s texts and literary styles and techniques.

Teacher will read through and discuss Paradise Lost from pages 470 through 472.

Students will read along and discuss the text.

Teacher will hand out Active Reading Guide p. 42 will be completed through group discussion.

Students will complete Active Reading Guide p. 42 through group discussion.
Teacher will review all texts read throughout the week and will elicit connections made among texts.

Students will share connections made among all texts read throughout the week.

Teacher will deliver assessment directions: Each student will write a one-page journal entry evaluating and connecting 1) the techniques Milton uses to develop the characters of Satan and Beelezebub (dialogue, diction, allusion, irony); 2) what function Beelzebub serves in the poem, and how the poem would change if he were omitted, and 3) what Satan’s “fatal flaw” through which action he falls from grace is and how he and his character compare with other evil characters you’ve encountered in books or movies.
Students will write a one-page journal entry evaluating and connecting 1) the techniques Milton uses to develop the characters of Satan and Beelezebub (dialogue, diction, allusion, irony); 2) What function does Beelzebub serve in the poem, and how would the poem change if he were omitted? And 3) What is Satan’s “fatal flaw” through which action he falls from grace and how does he and his character compare with other evil characters you’ve encountered in books or movies.
Assignments:  On Day 2, Interactive Reading Workbook p. 35 regarding Psalm 23 will be completed in class through group discussion, with individuals answering with personal answers.  On Day 3, Interactive Reading Workbook p. 36 regarding Eve’s Apology will be completed in class in pairs.  On Day 4, students will create a two-column chart of what satan does and how satan feels.  On Day 5, Active Reading Guide p. 42 will be completed through group discussion.
Assessment: On Day 2, each student will choose one of two reflective projects, either the King James Bible: Translation worksheet (attached) where they compare/contrast and reflect on the different translations or a journal of at least half a page reflecting on the power and emotion the students have experienced from reading the Bible, connecting to both the power of the written word as well as which literary style present in the Bible they connect with most.  Both projects will be worth 15 points for thoughtful completion.  On Day 5, each student will write a one-page journal entry evaluating and connecting 1) the techniques Milton uses to develop the characters of Satan and Beelezebub (dialogue, diction, allusion, irony); 2) what function Beelzebub serves in the poem, and how the poem would change if he were omitted, and 3) what Satan’s “fatal flaw” through which action he falls from grace is and how he and his character compare with other evil characters you’ve encountered in books or movies?
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Journal at least one-half page reflecting on the power and emotion you have experienced from reading the Bible.  Please explain connections between these experiences and 1) the power of the written word and 2) the literary style(s) present in the Bible that you connect with most.  

The King James Bible: Translation
www.ICONS.org.uk

Introduction 

When King James I of England asked for a new English translation of the Bible, the result was a piece of work that is seen by many people as a great work of literature and an inspiration for many writers and artists. However, to modern readers, it may seem a little difficult to follow. 

There are now lots of English translations of the Bible. We have copied out the first few sentences from Chapter 1 of the Book of Genesis from some of these Bibles below. It starts with the King James Bible. 

This exercise looks at the varied ways in which different Bibles (including the King James Bible) look at the same event – God’s creation of night and day. Start by reading through the selections below. 

King James Bible 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. 

And God saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and the morning were the first day. 

Good News Bible 

In the beginning, when God created the universe, the earth was formless and desolate. The raging ocean that covered everything was engulfed in total darkness and the Spirit of God was moving over the water. Then God commanded, “Let there be light” – and light appeared. God was pleased with what he saw. Then he separated light from the darkness, and he named the light “Day” and the darkness “Night”. Evening passed and the morning came – that was the first day. 

The Jerusalem Bible 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was a formless void, there was darkness over the deep, and God’s spirit hovered over the water. God said ‘Let there be light’ and there was light. God saw that the light was good, and divided light from darkness. God called the light ‘day’, and the darkness he called ‘night’. 

Evening came and morning came: the first day. 

The New English Bible 

In the beginning of creation, when God made heaven and earth, the earth was without form and void, with darkness over the face of the abyss, and a mighty wind that swept over the surface of the waters. God said, ‘Let there be light’ and there was light; and God saw that the light was good, and he separated light from darkness. He called the light day, and the darkness night. So evening came, and the morning came, the first day. 

The Street Bible 

First off, nothing. No light, no time, no substance, no matter. Second off, God starts it all up and WHAP! Stuff everywhere! The cosmos in chaos: no shape, no form, no function – just darkness…total. And floating above it all, God’s holy spirit, ready for action. Day one: Then God’s voice booms out, ‘Lights!’ and, from nowhere, light floods the skies and ‘night’ is swept off the scene. God gives it the big thumbs up, calls it ‘day’. 

New American Bible

In the beginning, when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless wasteland, and darkness covered the abyss, while a mighty wind swept over the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. God saw how good the light was. God then separated the light from the darkness. God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” Thus evening came, and morning followed-the first day. 

Now that you have read through these extracts please answer the following questions: 
Are there any words in the King James version that you do not understand? Write them down below and then find out what they mean, using a dictionary. 

1. _______________ It means____________________________________ 

2. _______________ It means____________________________________ 

3. _______________ It means____________________________________ 

Which version did you find the easiest to understand?__________________ 

Which version sounds the most interesting when you read it? ___________ 

Why do you think this? __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Which version do you think is the closest to the King James Bible (apart from the King James Bible itself!)? ________________________________ 

Why do you think this? __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Which version do you think is the furthest away in style from the King James Bible? 

____________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think this? __________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

Discussion points 

These discussion points are issues that you can talk about either in small groups or with the whole class. 

The King James Bible was the “official” Bible of England for many years and other versions of the Bible were not allowed in England. Do you think that religious texts, like the Bible, should have just one official version or should there be lots of different kinds? 

One version of the Bible featured here uses slang and modern phrases. Do you think that it is acceptable for this style of writing to be used in religious books or does it show a lack of respect? 
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The King James Bible,  Eve’s Apology,  Paradise Lost

Compose a one-page journal entry evaluating and connecting 1) the techniques Milton uses to develop the characters of Satan and Beelezebub (dialogue, diction, allusion, irony); 2) what function Beelzebub serves in the poem, and how the poem would change if he were omitted, and 3) what Satan’s “fatal flaw,” through which action he falls from grace, is and how he and his character compare with other evil characters you’ve encountered in books or movies.
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